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The darkness grew apacc, a cold wind began to blow in
freshening gusts from the east, and the showoring white flakes
in the air increased in number. From the edge oi the sea came a
ripple and whisper. Beyond these lifeless sounds the world was
silent. Silent ? It would be hard to convey the stillness of it. All
the sounds of man, the bleating of sheep, the cries of birds, the
hum of insects, the stir that makes the backgroundof our lives-
all that was over.As the darkness thickened, the eddying flakes
grew more adundant, daneing before my eyes ; and the cold of

the air more intense. At last, one by one, swlftly, one after the
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other, the white peaks of the distant hills vanished into
blackness.

The breeze rose to a moaning wind. I saw the black central
shadow of the eclipse sweeping towardsme. In another moment
the pale stars alone were visible. All else was rayless obescurity.
The sky was absolutely black.

A horror of this great darkness came on me. The cold that
smote to my marrow and the pain I felt in breathing overcame
me. [ shivered and a deadly navsea seized me. Then like a red-
liet bow in the sky appeared the edge of the sun. I got oft the
machine to recover myself. I felt giddy and incapable of facing
the return journey'”
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